What Does the Future Hold?

Now that the United States of America and Britain have been identified, what does the future hold?  The Bible prophecies examined up to now are useful for knowing where the lost ten tribes of Israel can be found but most of them have come to past.  A study of the prophecies that have yet to come to past can be better understood now that the US and British people can be identified.  Bible prophecy is primarily concerned with the fate of Israel.  The entire Bible is written from the viewpoint of Israel.  Other countries are mentioned insomuch as they affect Israel.  For example, for most of Israel’s history, they had little interaction with Asian societies.  It isn’t until an end time prophecy in the book of Revelation is the reader introduced to a prophecy concerning an Asian army.  This is because until this time, Asian politics and Asian armies haven’t had significant interaction with Israel.  Just before the return of Christ, the reality of global politics and the world wide focus the Middle East will play in the end time causes even the Asians to be involved.

How to Interpret Bible Prophecy

There are several important concepts that must be understood before Bible Prophecy makes sense.  
· Prophetic Symbolism:  The Bible interprets itself.
· Time is compressed:  A lot of time can be covered in just a few scriptures.

· Has the prophecy been fulfilled yet?  A lot of confusion results from attributing future events to prophecies that have already been fulfilled and vice versa.

· All prophecy concerns Israel in one way or another.  (Other nations are mentioned either because their future impacts Israel’s or they will face judgment because of how they have dealt with Israel.)
· Both the book of Daniel and the book of Revelation compliment each other.

· Both the book of Daniel and the book of Revelation have timelines that cover history before Christ and end with events that will not be fulfilled for at least another 1,000 years.

· Prophecy can be dual: Sometimes a partial fulfillment is later followed by a complete fulfillment.

· Some prophecies are conditional and others are unconditional.

· Prophecies fall into 8 main categories.  
1. Fulfilled prophecies concerning Noah and the time of the flood.

2. Fulfilled prophecies concerning Israel and Egypt and the promised land after leaving Egypt.
3. Specific prophecies and their fulfillment as God dealt with Israel prior to King David.
4. Fulfilled prophecies concerning the Northern Kingdom of Israel and their punishment by the armies of Assyria and their subsequent captivity.

5. Fulfilled prophecies concerning Judah and their punishment for 70 years by Babylon.
6. Prophecies concerning the Messiah that Jesus Christ fulfilled.

7. Unfulfilled prophecies dealing with the events preceding the return of Christ.
8. Unfulfilled prophecies dealing with the 1,000 year reign of Christ and the events at its close.
9. Unfulfilled prophecies concerning the Day of Judgment and the New Heaven and New Earth that follows.
The rest of this book will deal primarily with events preceding the return of Christ and those that are to be fulfilled by Christ as he sets up his Kingdom on Earth. In both cases the United States and Britain figure prominently.
The Bible Interprets Itself
Some of the key prophecies that have yet to be fulfilled are written in symbolic language.  The principal that will be followed is that the Bible interprets itself.  The following example may help illustrate the principal.  In Revelation 12 a symbol is presented of a pregnant woman about to give birth.  There has been a lot of speculation as to the identity of this woman.  
Revelation 12

1   And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:

2   And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.  KJV
By following the principal that the Bible interprets itself, the woman’s identity can be determined accurately.  In Genesis the same symbolism is used.  Genes 37 recounts the time when Joseph was telling his family about some dreams he had.  Both were prophetic dreams of a time when Joseph would be responsible for saving the lives of his father, mother and eleven brothers and that he would be in a position of authority and they would have to bow down to him.  The symbolism of the second prophetic dreams allows the reader to understand the symbolism of Revelation 12.
Genesis 37:9   And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10   And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?  KJV

Isaac and his twelve sons are the progenitors of the nation of Israel.  In this prophetic dream they are represented as the Sun (Isaac), the moon (Joseph’s mother Rachel) and eleven stars (Joseph’s brothers).  By allowing the Bible to interpret its own symbolism it can be understood that the woman in Revelation 12 symbolizes the nation Israel giving birth to the Messiah.  This same principal of allowing the Bible to interpret the Bible will be followed when key prophecies concerning the fate of the United States and Britain are examined in the following chapters.

Summary
· The Bible interprets itself

· The book of Daniel and the book of Revelation compliment each other

· It is important to determine if a prophecy has been fulfilled yet

Bible Prophecy in Overview
Several prophecies in Daniel are important because they describe the political landscape as it applies to Israel from the time of Daniel all the way up to the return of Christ and the establishment of his Kingdom.   The first important prophecy recorded in Daniel wasn’t revealed to Daniel, it was revealed to King Nebuchadnezzar in a dream.  It was Daniel’s ability, as given to him by God; of interpreting the King’s dream that established Daniel’s credibility and caused him to wield the power and influence in the King’s court.  King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him. He asked his soothsayers and astrologers to tell him what his dream was and its interpretation.  None of his advisors could tell him what his dream was, let alone its interpretation.  In a rage the King commanded that all of the wise men in Babylon be killed.  Even though Daniel and his friends were not involved, they were to be killed along with the rest of the wise men.  Daniel asked and received for enough time to provide the King with the answers he sought.  After praying to God to have the dream and its interpretation made known to him he went to the King.  After giving God the credit, Daniel made known the dream and its meaning to the King.
Daniel 2: 31 "You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 32 This image's head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 36 "This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37 You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; 38 and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all--you are this head of gold. 39 But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 43 As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold--the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure."  KJV
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Historians and Bible scholars agree that the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar describes four empires.  The first empire was the Babylonian empire that King Nebuchadnezzar ruled.  Babylon was later conquered by the Medo-Persion kingdom.  The Jews were allowed to return to Judah but were still a subject people ruled by the Medes and the Persians.  The Medo-Persian Empire was defeated and over thrown by the brilliant general from Greece, Alexander the Great.  The Grecian Empire was later swallowed up by the Roman Empire. The stone that destroyed the metal image and became a mountain that filled the entire Earth is the prophesied Kingdom of Christ that will be established at his return.  The fact that the stone smashed the ten toes of iron and clay indicate that and end time revival of the Roman Empire will be in place at the return of Christ and that Christ and his armies will destroy it.  The symbolism of the ten toes and their importance as it relates to the United States and Britain will be revisited later in this book.
Summary

· King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great statue was a prophetic symbolism of four world ruling empire’s that would affect Israel from the time of Daniel until the return of Christ
· The first world ruling empire was the Babylonian Empire

· The second world ruling empire was the Medo-Persian Empire

· The third world ruling empire was the Grecian Empire established by Alexander the Great.

· The Grecian Empire was divided into four kingdoms, each ruled by one of Alexander’s generals

· The last ruling empire was the Roman Empire

· A revival of the Roman Empire must be existence at the return of Christ because at his return he destroys it

Beast Symbolism in Bible Prophecy

Later Daniel has a vision that is even more important in providing key clues to understanding end time prophecy.  This vision and its relevance to the book of Revelation will be examined in detail.  The vision is recounted in Daniel 7.
Daniel 7

1   In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.

2   Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.

3   And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.
4   The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.

5   And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

6   After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.
7   After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.

8   I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.

9   I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.

10   A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

11   I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.

12   As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.

13   I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

14   And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. KJV

Bible scholars generally agree that these four beasts are symbolically equivalent to the four empires described in King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  The symbols introduced by this prophecy will be critical to understanding the symbols introduced in John’s Vision as recorded in the book of Revelation.   This prophecy also lays out the empires that will rule the world from the time of Daniel to the return of Christ.  There are five symbols used that will be useful in understanding end-time Bible prophecies.  The first symbol is the sea.  The sea represents people.  Revelation 17:15   And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, … are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  The second symbol is that of a beast.  In Bible prophecy a beast always represents a government or empire.  The third symbol is a horn.  This special symbol represents a king or ruler as explained by Daniel 7:24.  24   And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.  The symbol of a head will be very useful when beast imagery in the book of Revelation is examined. Its meaning will be made plain in a moment with the historical fulfillment of the four heads of the leopard. The other symbol is iron.  Iron in Bible prophecy always refers to the Roman Empire in one way or another.  This important symbol will also be examined in detail later.
The four beasts and the importance of their symbolism are evident when the benefit of historical hindsight is added to the Biblical record.  The first beast was a lion with eagles wings.  Other scriptures help clarify the meaning of the symbolism.  The prophet Jeremiah warned Judah of a coming conqueror using the following language.
Jeremiah 4

5   Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities.

6   Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction.

7   The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant.
Another clue that the lion and it wings like an eagle represents Babylon is found in Lamentations, which was written after Judah was conquered by Babylon.

Lamentations 4

19   Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the heaven: they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness.
Historical references tell us that Babylon had many statues of winged lions guarding the gates to the royal palace. There were also lions along the walls of the Ishtar Gate. Babylon also stamped a winged lion on the back of its silver shekel coin. 
This bear represents the Medo-Persian Empire which, at end beginning was led by Darius and Cyrus (Dan. 5:30-36). The significance one side of the bear being higher than the other refers to the fact that Cyrus was the greater of the two leaders. Cyrus was a Persian and Darius was a Mede. Darius died after the first year leaving Cyrus as the Empire’s only ruler. The two men had jointly formed a new empire, but history primarily refers to it as the Persian Empire. The three ribs are three kingdoms which the Medo-Persian Empire defeated: the Lydian Kingdom (546 B.C.), Chaldean Empire (539 B.C.) and the Egyptian Empire (525 B.C.).  
The leopard beast with its four heads refers to Alexander the Great and the Empire he created.  History records that Alexander conquered Europe, parts of Asia and Africa with blazing speed.  This is represented by the four wings.  Shortly after conquering the majority of the known world, Alexander the Great died.  His empire was split among his four generals: Lysimachus, Cassander, Seleucius Nicanor, and Ptolemy. Lysimachus ruled Thrace and Bithyna. Cassander ruled Macedonia, and Seleucius Nicanor had Syria, Babylon, and India. Ptolemy ruled Egypt, Petra and Palestine. These generals are the four heads of the leopard to whom dominion was given.  
The last great and dreadful beast with its iron teeth is the same empire the legs of iron represented, the Roman Empire.  History has shown just how accurate the vision was.  The ten horns on the exceedingly dreadful beast represent ten kings that ruled ten divisions of the Roman Empire. When the Roman Empire collapsed, ten divisions resulted. Barbarian tribes hammered at the Roman empire for many years until it fell apart and the ten divisions were ruled by ten kings! They are:

1. Alemani (Germany) 
2. Franks (France) 
3. Burgundians (Switzerland) 
4. Suevi (Portugal)
5. Anglo-Saxons (Britian)
6. Visigoths (Spain)
7. Lombards (Italy)
8. Vandals (uprooted) 
9. Ostrogoths (uprooted) 
10. Heruli (uprooted) 
The last three (the Vandals, Ostrogoths, and the Heruli) were destroyed (uprooted) by the Pope of Rome because they refused to become "Christians".  The armies of Emperor Justinian, in cooperation with the Pope, thrust the Ostrogoths out of the city of Rome. The Pope fulfilled the part of the vision where Daniel recorded that, this horn [had] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. 
More Beast Symbolism

In Daniel 8 a vision is recorded that helps the student of Bible prophecy understand the meaning behind the symbolism of a horn.
Daniel 8

1   In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.

2   And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.

3   Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.

4   I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.

5   And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.

6   And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.

7   And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.

8   Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.

9   And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.

10   And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.

11   Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down.

12   And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.

13   Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?

14   And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.
The ram with two horns is the Medo-Persian Empire.   The two horns represented the two rulers.  One was greater than the other.  This symbolism is consistent with the Bear raised up on one side as recorded in Daniel 7.  The he goat represents Alexander the Great.  The breaking of his horns into four horns represents the division of the empire into four territories, each ruled by one of Alexander’s generals.  The little horn that waxed great, even to the host of heaven, was fulfilled by Antiochus Epiphanes.  Most Bible scholars consider Epiphanes to be a forerunner of the prophesied end-time Anti-Christ.
The career of Antiochus Epiphanes (175-163 B.C.) is prophetically outlined in 9-14.  In 167 B.C. he conquered Palestine, defiled the sanctuary and dedicated it to Zeus Olympus.  164 B.C. the temple was purified.  This is the period of the “2300 evenings and mornings,” 

Antiochus Epiphanes was a Syrian King that came to power about 175 B.C. He was one of the Seleucids who in succession to Alexander the Great built a realm in Syria and adjacent lands. Epiphanes' name means God made manifest.  In 170 B.C. he decreed a law requiring all citizens to present themselves four times a year to pay formal homage to Antiochus Epiphanes as the senior god of the Seleucids. The day chosen for these periodic submissions was the Sabbath. The Maccebean revolt gained the Jews their independence in 164 B.C.

The symbolism of a beast with two horns will be revisited when the end-time prophecies of the book of Revelation are examined.  Because the Biblical interpretation of the symbolism of two horns and how they apply to the United States and Britain in prophecy does not fit with commonly held views, the conclusion may shock the reader! 
Summary

· Daniel 7 and 8 used specific symbolism based on beasts to further clarify the outline of prophecy from Daniels time down to the return of Christ.
· A beast represents a world ruling power

· A horn represents a ruler or king

· The sea or waters represents people

· The head of a beast also can represent the ruler of a world dominating empire
· More than one horn represents more than one ruler

· History has proven the accuracy of Daniel’s prophecies

End-Time Prophecies
Some people associate the term end-time with the end of the world.  It isn’t the end of the world it is an end of an age.  

1 Corinthians 2

6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. NIV
Satan is the god of this world.  Paul wrote about Satan to the Corinthians.

2 Corinthians 4:4

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. KJV

The return of Christ will usher in a new age and end Satan’s rule over this world.  The events preceding that return are known as the great tribulation.  All end-time prophecies should be studied with the understanding that Christ return means Satan rule is over.  The Bible even states that Satan knows that his time is short and that is why the events at the end of this age are prophesied to be tumultuous. 
Revelation 12:12

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. KJV
To use modern language concerning the events leading up to the return of Christ; it gets worse before it gets better.  Christ’s disciples came to him and asked him to help them know when the end of the present age was near its end.  His answer is recorded in Matthew 24.
Matthew 24

Signs of the End of the Age 

1 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2 "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

9 "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

15 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel--let the reader understand—16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect--if that were possible. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time. 

26 "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

29 "Immediately after the distress of those days 

   " 'the sun will be darkened, 

       and the moon will not give its light; 

   the stars will fall from the sky, 

       and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 

30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

32 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

The Day and Hour Unknown 

36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  NIV
Christ introduces several important concepts in his prophecy about the events preceding the end of the age and his return.  One of the most important was his statement that it was going to be impossible to predict when his return will be.  It will catch everybody by surprise.  The second important piece of information was that, regardless of how bad it gets those who hold fast will be saved.  This promise of God protecting his people and helping them get through the difficult times is a recurrent theme throughout all of the prophecies about the end-time.  Another important detail was Christ stating that when he does return there will be no doubt it is him.  The most important indicator was his prediction that just as there would be a desolation of abomination as recorded in the book of Daniel.  This will be covered in greater detail later when the end-time prophecies in Daniel are compared to the end-time prophecies in the book of Revelation.  
Summary
· The end-time refers to the end of an age

· End-time prophecies depict Satan’s rule being abolished and Christ’s rule being established at his return

· The end-time will be marked by false prophets and false messiahs

· There will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world 
· If the end-time is not cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened
· No one can predict when Christ will return

· When Christ return it will be obvious and all nations will witness his return on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory
· God will protect his people throughout all of the end-time troubles
· At Christ’s return he will gather the elect
A Quick Overview of the Book of Revelation

The book of Revelation is also referred to as the “The Apocalypse.”  This word is commonly thought to mean global destruction or worldwide calamity.  Its actual meaning from the Greek is disclosure, unveiling or revelation.  The following chart breaks down the book and the messages it contains.
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The book of Revelation is primarily concerned with the final events in the history of the present age and the 1,000 plus years that follows.  It begins with messages to the churches extant during the time of John the Apostle.  Many consider the messages appropriate for Christians of all ages.  After the message to the churches, it changes to symbolic language that covers the time of trouble the world goes through before the return of Christ.  A couple of chapters give the reader a broad view of history as it applies to the church and the people of history.  It ends with the return of Christ, the banishment of Satan for 1,000 years and the accompanying resurrection of the saints who reign as kings and priest with Christ.  After the 1,000 years is up, Satan is released for a little while and is allowed to deceive the nations again.  Once more, the deception leads to a world wide war leading to the destruction of all of the wicked.  The final conclusion describes the second resurrection of all who ever lived.  Those found worthy join God and Christ in the utopian world of the new earth where death and sorrow are completely eliminated.  The evil are condemned to the lake of fire.
The Beast of Revelation
Revelation 13 uses symbolic language reminiscent of the symbolism in Daniel 7 and 8 to describe a great end-time world ruling empire and how Satan uses it to deceive the nations into waging a terrible war.  
Revelation 13

1   And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

2   And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

3   And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.

4   And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

5   And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

6   And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.

7   And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. KJV

Verses 1 – 7 describe a beast rising from the sea.  The sea represents people or an area that is populated allowing a strong and powerful government power to emerge.  This beast is consistent with the two legs of iron mentioned in Daniel 2 and the beast with iron teeth in Daniel 7.  When John was revealed this vision the Roman Empire was near its zenith of power and influence.  The advantage the modern student of Bible prophecy has is that the historical record can be compared to this almost nearly 2,000 year old prophecy and determine if it was accurate.  A breakdown of the verses reveals the following interpretations of the symbolism revealed.

The beast had qualities similar to the three empires that preceded it: the lion (Babylon), the bear (Medes and Persians) and the leopard (Greece).  The 10 horns are the same ten horns described in Daniel 7.  The new information is the seven heads.  In Daniel 7 the leopard beast had four heads. These represented the four generals that ruled after Alexander the Great died.  History shows that after the fall of the original Roman Empire, there have been six rulers who have claimed that they have reinstated the glory of the former Roman Empire.  

Historical Revivals of the Roman Empire
History records that the original Roman Empire ended in 410 A.D. when the Visigoths sacked Rome.  Actually this was only the end of the western portion of the empire.  The two legs of iron in King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream accurately foretold the empire splitting in two and having two capitals.  This part of the prophecy was fulfilled in 330 A.D. after Constantine the Great, the first Christian emperor, established Constantinople as the empire’s eastern capital.  Some historians refer to this as the Byzantine Empire, because Constantinople was originally called Byzantium.  Revelation 13 is concerned with the part of the Roman Empire that was ruled by Rome.  This will be obvious to the reader when the prophecies of Revelation 17 are discussed.  The head that was wounded to death, and miraculously healed, represents the first of several revivals of the Roman Empire.  History records that in AD 554 Emperor Justinian, ruling the eastern half of the empire from Constantinople, restored the Empire in the west and recognized the supremacy of the Pope. Justinian fulfills Revelation 13:3   And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.
Justinian represents the first revival of the Roman Empire.  There have been six revivals so far.  The last revival of the Roman Empire will be just before the return of Christ.  The following chart shows the historical fulfillment of the seven heads of the beast.
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Charlemagne, king of the Franks (800); Otto the Great (962); Charles V of the Hapsburg dynasty (1520) and Napoleon (1805) were all crowned emperors of Rome by a Pope.  Historically they represent heads two through five. Between 1870 and 1945, Garibaldi and Mussolini, dictators of Italy, received authority from the pope to re-establish the Roman Empire. Later, Adolph Hitler joined with Mussolini and with combined military might of the Italian and German people tried to establish a Reich that would last for one thousand years.  This is the sixth of seven revivals of the Roman Empire prophesied in John’s vision.  Another important detail that all seven revivals have in common is the role the Roman Catholic Church has played or will play.  This is symbolized by a woman sitting on a beast in Revelation 17.

Revelation 17

1   And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:

2   With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.

3   So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

4   And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

5   And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

6   And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

7   And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

8   The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

9   And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

10   And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.

11   And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

12   And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.

13   These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.

14   These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

15   And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.

16   And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.

17   For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.

18   And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

The woman is called a whore.  Some translations translate it as prostitute.  In this case, prostitution or whoredom is not a symbolism of sexuality.  In Bible symbolism, prostitution represents alliances with political powers instead of relying of God.  In xxxx God called the nation of Israel a whore because she depended on political allies instead of God for protection from her enemies.  God’s relationship with the people of Israel was as a husband with a wife.  

Jeremiah 3:20

Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. 
Instead of relying on God, Israel depended up on political alliances for her security.  These political alliances were like prostitution and adultery in God’s eyes.
Ezekiel 16

26   Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger.

27   Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way.

28   Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied.

29   Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied therewith.

30   How weak is thine heart, saith the LORD GOD, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman;

31   In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire;

32   But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband!
This same symbolism is applied to the Catholic Church.  The Catholic Church is the most political religious system on the planet.  The Vatican is a separate nation inside of Italy.  The Vatican has embassies all over the world.   Every revival of the Roman Empire has been under the authority of a Pope in Rome, from the time of Justinian, to the time of Mussolini. This is the woman that rides the fourth beast.  History records that for centuries Rome wielded power as a church-state government.  It is this political relationship that the Bible describes as being similar to a woman selling herself to lovers.  Instead of the church focusing on its relationship with God, it focused on the affairs of state.  This is the same error Israel made.
1260 Years Prophesied
Seven times the Bible predicted a 1260-year period of papal supremacy (See the bottom of this page for the list). History proved those predictions to be correct.

Going back to the late 5th century, the rise of the bishop of Rome to supremacy in Western Europe hinged upon the elimination of the Arian kingdoms which controlled Rome. In A.D. 476 the last of the western Roman emperors had been deposed. But the rule of Italy had at that time passed into the hands of an Arian king, Odoacer, to whom the activities of the Catholic bishop were subjected. In 493 Odoacer was overthrown. But his conqueror, Theodoric the Ostrogoth, was also an Arian. Catholic supremacy could never be realized while the Ostrogothic kingdom dominated Rome.

There was also one other major Arian kingdom to be dealt with. The Vandals had established themselves in Carthage and now controlled the Mediterranean. Their presence prevented Catholic supremacy.

In the year 533, the eastern emperor, Justinian, for the purpose of settling the religious question, issued a document recognizing the Catholic bishop in Rome as "head of all the Holy Churches." In the following year, he sent an army under the command of Belisarius, which quickly destroyed the Vandal kingdom. Belisarius then turned toward Rome and began the process of driving out the Ostrogoths.

Driven from their place, the Ostrogoths, under Witiges, set a seige upon the city in 537, which they maintained an entire year. When a second armed force arrived against them in 538, they could hold out no longer, and in March of that year they retreated. Although two years later they attempted to regain control of Rome, they were unsuccessful. With their withdrawal from the city in 538, their power in Rome had ended. (For documentation on these events see Thomas Hodgkin, Italy and Her Invaders, vol. 4, pp. 73-113, 210-252; and Charles Diehl, "Justinian," in Cambridge Medieval History, vol. 2, p. 15.)

The year 538, therefore, marks the first time since the end of the western imperial line that Rome was freed of Arian kings and the Catholic bishop held undisputed authority in the West. That year, therefore, represents the beginning of the 1260 years of papal supremacy.

"With the conquest of Rome by Belisarius, the history of the ancient city may be considered as terminating; and with his defence against Witiges commences the history of the middle ages." George Finlay, Greece Under the Romans (Edinburgh and London: William Blackwood and Sons, 1844), p. 295.

If the 1260 years began in 538, they must end in 1798. What happened in that year?

In February of 1798 the French general Berthier entered Rome, proclaimed a republic, and took the pope prisoner. The pope died in France shortly thereafter. Although a new pope was elected, the papacy had lost its power. Its glory days were over; its supremacy had come to an end.

"Berthier advanced to the city by forced marches; summoned the castle of St. Angelo, allowing only four hours for its evacuation by the papal troops; the convicts were set at liberty; the gates of the city secured by the French; the pope, all the cardinals except three, and the whole people of Rome, made prisoners at discretion. . . . Shortly afterwards, Berthier made his triumphal entry into Rome; and a tree of liberty being planted on the capitol, . . . a proclamation was issued, declaring . . . a free and independent republic, under the special protection of the French army. A provisional government was acknowledged, as established by the sovereign people; and every other temporal authority emanating from the pope was suppressed, nor was he any longer to excercise any function." John Adolphus, The History of France, Vol. 2 (London: George Kearsley, 1803), pp. 364, 365.

"The object of the French directory was the destruction of the pontifical government, as the irreconcilable enemy of the republic. . . . The aged pope [Pius VI] was summoned to surrender the temporal government; on his refusal, he was dragged from the altar. . . . His rings were torn from his fingers, and finally, after declaring the temporal power abolished, the victors carried the pope prisoner into Tuscany, whence he never returned." George Trevor, Rome: Fromn the Fall of the Western Empire (London: The Religious Tract Society, 1868), pp. 439, 440.

"When, in 1797, Pope Pius VI fell grievously ill, Napoleon gave orders that in the event of his death no successor should be elected to his office, and that the Papacy should be discontinued. But the Pope recovered; the peace was soon broken; Berthier entered Rome on 10th February 1798, and proclaimed a Republic. The aged Pontiff refused to violate his oath by recognizing it, and was hurried from prison to prison into France. Broken with fatigue and sorrows, he died . . . [in] August 1799, in the French fortress of Valence, aged 82 years. No wonder that half Europe thought Napoleon's veto would be obeyed, and that with the Pope the Papacy was dead." Joseph Rickaby, "The Modern Papacy," in Lectures on the History of Religions, Vol. 3, [lecture 24, p. 1] (London: Catholic Truth Society, 1910).

The 1260 years foretold in prophecy were therefore A.D. 538-1798.
The 7 texts referring to the 1260-year period are as follows:

      Daniel 7:25

      Daniel 12:7

      Revelation 11:2

      Revelation 11:3

      Revelation 12:6

      Revelation 12:14

      Revelation 13:5 
Daniel 12.7

And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished. 

Rev. 12.6

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

Rev. 12.14

And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

How did the writings of the Reformers interpret these 1260 day/years? 

The day/year principle is an old principle already recognized by the Jews, even before the time of Christ. The Jews also identified the four beasts of Daniel, as Babylon, Media Persia, Greece and Rome.

However it was Abbot Joachim, of Floris, who in 1190, applied the day/year principle to the 1260 days and thus started the growing conviction among the reformers that these 1260 day/years pertained to the papacy's reign.

Walter Brute, a fourteenth century Welsh, Lollard scholar, a follower of Wycliff and a graduate of Oxford wrote that the "woman" of Revelation 12, or true church, had fled to Britain where for 1260 years the true faith had been maintained. He adopted the year-day principle for all prophetic time periods. The 1260 years were the papal persecution, just as the 10 days-- or years (Rev. 2:10) refered to the Diocletian persecution. (See Dawn of Reformation Vol. 1 p. 279)

John Napier--(1550-1617) Scottish mathematician and devoted Protestant writes in his "Plain Discovery of the Whole Revelation of Saint John" in his Scottish script:

"The 42 moneths, a thousand two hundred and threescore prophetical days, three greate days and a halfe and a time, times and a halfe a time mentioned in Daniel, and in the Revelation, are all one date...signifie the Church of Christ fled into the wildernes...everie one of them 1260 iuliane yeares...and the whoore, who in the Revelation is stiled spiritual Babylon, is not reallie Babylon, but the verie present Citie of Rome.....There is one particular Apostatik kingdome, who is the chief and principall of all Antichrists, and is that great Antichrist, whom Paul calles the man of sinne....

All the reformers attributed the 1260 day/years to the domination of the papacy. They had varying starting and ending dates and it wasn't until the eighteenth century that the dates were fixed at 538-1798.

Edward King, F.R.S., F.S.A. (1735-1807) was educated at Cambridge, wrote: 

"Is not the Papal power, at Rome, which was once so terrible, and so domineering, at an end?

But let us pause a little. Was not this End, in other parts of the Holy prophecies, foretold to be, at the End of 1260 years? And was it not foretold by Daniel, to be at the END of time, times, and half a time? which computation amounts tothe same period. And now let us see: hear; --and understand. THIS IS THE YEAR 1798. And just 1260 years ago, in the very beginning of the year 538, Belisarius put an end to the Empire, and Dominion of the Goths in Rome.

He had entered the City on the 10th of the preceding December, in triumph, in the name of Justinian, Emperor of the East; and had soon after made it tributary to him: leaving thenceforward from A.D,. 538, NO POWER in Rome, that could be said to rule over the earth, excepting the ECCLESIASTICAL PONTIFICAL POWER." (page 768 "Remarks on the Signs of the Times" in 1978)

David Simpson (1745-1799) theologian and religious writer, educated at St. Johns College, Cambridge, a Methodist, wrote:

"Is it not extremely remarkable, and a powerful confirmation of the truth of Scripture prophecy, that just 1260 years ago from the present 1798, in the very beginning of the year 538, Belisarius put an end to the empire of the Goths at Rome, leaving no power therein but the Bishop of that Metropolis?

Read these things in the prophetic Scriptures; compare them coolly with the present state of Europe, and then, I say again, deny the truth of Divine Revelaton, if you can. Open your eyes, and behold these things accomplishing in the face of the whole world. This thing is not done in a corner." (page 166 "A Plea for Religion and the Sacred Writings)

So what actually did happen in 538 and in 1798?

The establishment of the ROMAN LAW and it’s authority in the hands of the church.

First let's look at a little history.

“By the end of the fifth century, German, rather than Roman, rule existed in Italy, Gaul, Britain, Spain, and most of North Africa. The power of the Roman emperors was restricted to the eastern Mediterranean and hence forth centered in Constantinople not in Rome.” (“Ancient & Medieval History,” Hayes and Moon, p. 448)

After years of turmoil resulting from attacks from various tribes, Italy was experiencing a measure of restoration of peace and civilization under the strong rulership of the Gothic Theoldoric.

So we enter this era with the city of Rome being under GERMAN Law.

Enters Justinian (527-565) emperor of the eastern Roman Empire with head quarters in Constantinople. The re-establishment of the Roman rule or law in the city of Rome was due largely to work of this emperor.

Historians tell us that Justinian codified the Roman law. He employed a lawyer named Tribonian, who, with a committee of 16 lawyers gathered together all the numerous laws which had governed Roman over the centuries previous,. This law was codified. Then in an imperial rescript in 534 A.D. the Roman bishop was recognized as the head of all the churches, and given full authority as such. 

“Lives of Popes“; by Richard McBrian page 89, it tells us Pope John II (533-535) wrote to emperor Justinian and the emperor, incorporated the pope’s letter, as well as that of the canons of the first four ecumenical councils and his own (in which he acknowledged the Apostolic See as the head of all the Churches) in his famous Code of Justinian.

According to Croly, in the “Apocalypse of St. John,” pages, 167,168, “Justinian wrote to the pope in 533,

“We have made no delay in subjecting and uniting to Your Holiness all the priests of the whole East…We cannot suffer that anything which relates to the state of the church, however manifest and unquestionable, should be moved, without the knowledge of your Holiness, who are THE HEAD OF ALL THE HOLY CHURCHES” 

Justinian, according to Bruce Shelley, in (“Church History” p. 146 ,147) “never distinguished Roman state tradition from Christianity. He considered himself to be completely a Roman emperor and just as fully a Christian emperor. Here lay the source of his whole theory, the unity of the empire and the Christian religion….The state itself was conceived to be the only community established by God, and it embraced the whole life of man. ..the mission of the pious emperor as “the maintenance of the Christian faith in its purity and the protection of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church from any disturbance.”

Archibald Bower tells us;

“By an edict which he (Justinian) issued to unite all men in one faith, whether Jews, Gentiles, or Christians, such as did not, I the term of three months embrace and profess the Catholic faith, were declared infamous, and as such, excluded from all employments, both civil and military, rendered incapable of leaving anything by will, and their estates confiscated, whether real or personal. These were convincing arguments of the truth of the Catholic faith; but many, however, withstood them; and against such as did, the imperial edict was executed with the utmost rigor., Great numbers were driven from their habitations with their wives and children, stripped. Others betook themselves to flight, carrying with them what they could conceal, for their support and maintenance; but they were plundered of the little they had.” (History of the Popes Vol. 1 p. 334) (See also Gibbon’s “Decline and Fall of Rome, chapter 47, p. 616-617)

Gibbon’s also tells us in chapter 41 that as the conquest of the west progressed Justinian was “impatient to abolish the temporal and spiritual tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded without delay to the full establishment of the Catholic Church.” This recognition, that made the papacy “THE HEAD OF ALL CHURCHES, was incorporated into the Justinian Code. Thus the Catholic faith was official recognized by law, as the only orthodox religion of the empire and the two mighty forces of state and religion were legally united under the papacy.

However the Gothic king Theodahad was reigning in Italy. Therefore the exaltation of the papacy in Rome was in decree only and could not be put into effect.

Justinian’s general, Belisarius was fighting the Vandels in North Africa, recaptured Carthage and put an end to the Vandal kingdom, and the plans were to also destroy the Goths.

Agapitus I, was Pope for only a little over a month and was ordered by King Theodahad to go to Constantinople and tell Justinian not to drive out the Goths from Rome. Agapitus I, went to Constantinople where he died suddenly. King Theoldahad made arrangements for the appointment of Pope Silverius. (536-537) (see "Justinian the Great"; by Fitzgerald p. 104)

By this time, Justinian’s armies had already taken Sicily and Naples as well as Dalmatia in the north. The Gothic nobles were unhappy with their king Theodahad and replaced him with Witigis who had proven himself in battle, in the hope that he would save Italy from Justinian’s re-conquest. 

Witigis left a garrison of 4000 men in Rome and took most of his forces to the north --Ravenna. He also took with him senators from Rome to ensure that Rome stay loyal to him.

When Justinian’s general, Belisarius and his army came to Rome in 537, the garrison of 4000, feeling they could not defend the city, simply took off and Belisarius marched right in. The pope Silverius and the senate begged Belisarius to treat Rome as an open city, but Belisarius turned it into a fortification.

Some have maintained that Rome was "taken" in 537, not 538, but 537 was just the beginning, as we shall see.

Witigis with his Gothic army, then marched on Rome and besieged the city. The siege began in 537 and lasted over a year. Rome suffered greatly from hunger. It was during this time that Pope Silverius was accused of plotting with the Goths and deposed, Silverius was banished to Patora in Lycia, but was still the “official” pope till November of 537.

Vigilius was put in his place. Vigilius became pope “officially” in November 537 and ruled till 555. 

It was in 538 that Witigis, the leader of the Goths finally withdrew his armies that were besieging Rome and marched northward to Ravenna, the Gothic capital. Thus it was in 538 that Rome was won-- not in 537.

It was general Belisarius, who by command of Justinian, took over Rome from the Goths in 538 (though the Goths were not driven out of Italy till years later.) The IMPERIAL administration and law were reintroduced---now Justinian’s Code, formulated a few years earlier, could take effect in Rome.

So, even though there was still political unrest and turmoil in the country of Italy, the authority of the papacy began it’s l260 years of reign in 538 when Rome was conquered and the law of Justinian became the law of Rome. That law gave the pope his authority. 

Now, what happened to the law in 1798?

History reveals that individual Popes had faced "bad times" before, so what was different in 1798 when pope Pius VI was imprisoned, and, being sickly died? After all wasn't Pius VII restored by a concordat with Napoleon a year later?

We must realize that not only was the pope taken captive in 1798, but a new set of laws was established. 1798 marks the END of the Popes LEGAL primacy.

Napoleon codified a whole new set of laws in 1804.

While these laws were codified in 1804, the 1798 "declaration of independance" preceded the Napolean Code. PLEASE NOTE THAT after the French revolution, an overwhelming number of legal reforms took place.

The bills against the Papacy were declared and signed IN 1798. 

Dated Feb. 15. 1798

Bill No. 8 included:

"In consequence, every other temporal authority emanating from the old government of the Pope, is suppressed, and it shall no more exercise any function...."

Bill No. 9 The people of Rome cast off Papal Yoke.

Thus we see the official rule of the papacy for 1260 years. A rule authorized by Justinian’s law, and revoked by Napoleon's law.

Napoleon placed the Protestants on a parity with Roman Catholics and took away the "primacy" aspect of papal leadership. 

This is marked in history as the birth of a new era. The rule of the Catholic church, working through monarchs and aristocrats was over. The democratic gospel brought in by the revolution set up the independance of the people. The schools were taken out from under the jurisdiction of the church and run by the state. 

According to Bruce Shelley in "Church History in Plain Language" page 358 

Napolean had the good sense to work out an agreement with the pope....BUT the Church had lost forever its position of power. France and the rest of Europe could never return to a society held together by an alliance of throne and altar."

Yes, there was still a "battle" when the "old regime" tried to bring the old ways back, but they did not succeed, DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES won.

Shelley said, the church had lost it's power FOREVER...but prophecy says the wound will heal and the world will once again be herded into a society held together by enforced devotion to "throne and altar".

To understand the issues facing us in the last great battle for our souls, we need to know what the issues are. Be not deceived! Scripture has plainly told us who the contenders are, that we might not be deceived.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In 538 the JUSTINIAN LAW was established in ROME where the Pope resided.

One Hundred and Thirty-First New Constitution.

The Emperor Justinian to Peter 

Most Glorious Imperial Praetorian Prefect.

PREFACE.

We enact the present law with reference to ecclesiastical rules and privileges and other subjects in which holy churches and religious establishments are entrusted.

With honor to the Apostolic See, and to your Holiness ….Your Holiness, because you are the head of all the Holy Churches, for We shall exert Ourselves in every way (as has already been stated), to increase the honor and authority of your See.

Earlier it said: (1) We order all those who follow this law to assume the name of Catholic Christians, and considering others as demented and insane, We order that they shall bear the infamy of heresy; and when the Divine vengeance which they merit has been appeased, they shall afterwards be punished in accordance with Our resentment, which we have acquired from the judgment of Heaven.

Justinian Code

The Justinian LAW which legally established the primacy of the Papacy ended with the famous Bill No. 8 of February 15, 1789.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"The Roman people are now again entered into the rights of sovereignty, declaring their independence, possessing the government of ancient Rome, constituting a Roman Republic.

"The General-in-chief of the French army in Italy declares, in the name of the French Republic, that he acknowledges the Roman Republic independent, and that the same is under the special protection of the French army.

"The General -in chief of the army acknowledges, in the name of the French Republic, the provisional government which has been proposed by the sovereign people.

"In consequence, every other temporal authority emanating from the old government of the Pope, is suppressed, and it shall no more exercise any function...." 

Rome, the 15th of February, 1798; first year of Liberty, proclaimed in the Roman Forum, and ratified on the Capitol, with free voice, and subscribed to by innumerable Citizens. 

Berthier's declaration

About fifty official handbills and circulars, many in paralleling French and Italian columns, were printed and posted in Rome during the papal overthrow and the establishment of the republic under Berthier in 1798.

The famous Bill No. 8, in parallel French and Italian, dated Pluviose 27 (February 15), is a formal declaration by "Citizen Alexander Berthier, General in Chief." In this he makes the announcement:

The Roman people are now again entered into the rights of sovereignty, declaring their independence, possessing the government of ancient Rome, constituting a Roman Republic.

ROMAN POPULACE CASTS OFF PAPAL YOKE.

—Bill No. 9, likewise of the same date (February 15, 1798), titled "Acte du Pepule [peuple] Souverain" (An Act of the Sovereign People) —certified and signed by three notaries, and confirmed by General Berthier—makes this clear-cut declaration:

The people of Rome, long tired of the monstrous despotism under which they groaned have on various occasions tried to shake off this yoke. The magic of public opinion and political interests combined into a mighty force have not allowed their efforts to succeed. And a despotism of that nature becomes the more insulting the more its weakness and arrogance corresponds to its misery. 

But at last, the people, fearing to be exposed to an hideous anarchy and in despair to fall under even a worse tyranny have mustered all their courage in order to evade these sinister consequences and to reclaim the primitive rights of their sovereignty.

Assembled in the presence of the Eternal and the whole universe, they solemnly and unanimously declare to have had no part whatever in the crimes and assassinations committed by the government against the French Republic and her nation. They disapprove of these crimes and detest their originators and invoke upon them (vow them) eternal shame.

They further have suppressed, abolished and crushed the political, economic, and civil authorities of the former Roman government and have constituted themselves a free and independent sovereignty in taking up all executive and legislative powers which its legitimate representatives shall exercise according to the immortal rights of man based on the principles of truth, justice, liberty, and equality.

They have declared that their desire is that no attack against religion or the spiritual authority of the pope should be made and that they reserve to themselves the right by their representatives to provide for the comfortable sustenance [of the Pope] and to ensure the safety of his person by a national guard.

"The present act has been signed by several thousand persons who, with many others, have read, approved and confirmed it by their acclamations on the Capitol. On the 27. Pluviose in the 6. year of the Republic." 

The United States and Britain in End Time Prophecy
The first ten verses of Revelation, chapter 13, is concerned with the composite beast, symbolizing civil government as controlled by Satan in matters of religion. The particular phase of the beast presented in this section symbolizes the civil governments of the Roman world, represented by the horns, as dominated by the Papacy. This phase of the beast ended when the papal head received its "deadly wound," in 1798, and its power to persecute came to an end. 

      At this time-- when the papal power went into captivity-- another power, symbolized by "another beast," was seen "coming up," having "two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon." A few specifications given of this beast of Rev. 13:11-17 will serve to show what power it represents: 

(1) It is seen coming up just as the papal beast went into captivity, namely, at the close of the eighteenth century. 

(2) It comes up out of the "earth," in comparison to the "sea," out of which rose the ten-horned beast. "Sea," or "waters," as a prophetic symbol represents, according to Rev. 17:15 and Isa. 8:7, nations and peoples. The ten-horned beast gained its place through strife and conquest, while the two-horned beast came up out of the earth, a place unoccupied by civilized nations, in a peaceful manner. 

(3) It is evidently a republican form of government, as the two horns are without crowns (while the ten horns are crowned), and verse 14 shows that the people have a part in its work. 

(4) It had two horns like a lamb. The lamb used as a symbol represents prominently our Lord and Savior. See John 1:29 and Rev. 5:6. The government, therefore, represented by this beast would have characteristics, the very characteristics, represented by horns, which exalt it and give it power and prestige. 

(5) It has a dragon voice. The dragon represents primarily Satan, and Satan is the prime instigator of all persecution against the people of God. Rev. 12:13. According to the symbol, therefore, the power represented by the two-horned beast becomes an agent of Satan in persecuting the people of God. This is why it is mentioned in prophecy. This the latter part of the chapter more fully describes. 

In what power are all the above specifications fulfilled? There is but one in which they all meet, and that one is the United States of America. Note carefully the specifications above, and see how literally they are fulfilled in our own country. 

1. When the persecuting power of the Papacy was taken away in 1798, there was but one great power of earth rising into prominence, and that was the United States. The Declaration of Independence was signed by the representatives of the colonial governments in 1776, the Constitution was adopted in 1789, and the beginning of the nineteenth century found the ship of State fairly launched and recognized as a sister craft by the great nations of earth. There was no other power of prominence then rising. 

2. This government did not arise out of the conquest of Old World nations, but it came up out of unoccupied territory up to this time. George Alfred Townsend, in his "New World Compared with the Old," speaks of this country as "coming forth from vacancy," and says, "Like a silent seed we grew into empire." The Dublin (Ireland) Nation in 1850 spoke of this government as a wonderful empire, which was emerging, and "amid the silence of the earth daily adding to its power and pride." The testimony of the historian confirms the interpretation of the prophecy. 

3. This country is certainly a republican form of government, while most of the divisions of the Roman Empire were monarchies. 

4. It "had two horns like a lamb," two characteristics of the religion of Christ, two features peculiar to Christianity alone of all the great religions of the earth, and peculiar to this government alone of all the great powers of earth. This specification above all others fixes the symbol to this government. 

it may be recalled that the two-horned ram of Daniel 8 represented a dual power, Medo-Persia.  Of course that power had long disappeared in the apostle John's day, and his vision was of things yet future.  Other dual powers have existed since John's day, but among these the historical association of Britian and the United States is particurly notable and of long duration.

The ten toes of the statue in King Nebuchadnezzar's dream.  Earlier it has been said that they represented a final end-time revival of the Roman Empire because Christ destroyed the empire at his return.  Also, it was shown that earlier there is still one more head, of the seven-headed beast of revelation that has yet to arise.  If the Bible is allowed to interpret the Bible, what does the symbolism of 10 toes of iron anc clay mean?

The iron has already been shown to stand for the Roman Empire.  Since the clay is mingled in as part of it, that shows that the end-time revival will not be purly composed of the nations that formed the original Roman Empire.  DOes the Bible give any indications as to what the end-time make up of the beast Power will be?

Several prophecies show that God has not lost sight of the lost-ten tribes of Israel and promises to restore them to their former land after Christ returns.

Ezekiel 11

Promised Return of Israel 

16 "Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Although I sent them far away among the nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.' 

17 "Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will gather you from the nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you back the land of Israel again.' 

Ezekiel 20

41 I will accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you out from the nations and gather you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will show myself holy among you in the sight of the nations. 42 Then you will know that I am the LORD , when I bring you into the land of Israel, the land I had sworn with uplifted hand to give to your fathers.

Ezekiel 36

24 " 'For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 

Ezekiel 37

One Nation Under One King 

15 The word of the LORD came to me: 16 "Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, 'Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.' Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, 'Ephraim's stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him.' 17 Join them together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand. 

18 "When your countrymen ask you, 'Won't you tell us what you mean by this?' 19 say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph-which is in Ephraim's hand-and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah's stick, making them a single stick of wood, and they will become one in my hand.' 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on 21 and say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land. 22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms.

Ezekiel 39

25 "Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will now bring Jacob back from captivity [6] and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, and I will be zealous for my holy name. 26 They will forget their shame and all the unfaithfulness they showed toward me when they lived in safety in their land with no one to make them afraid. 27 When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I will show myself holy through them in the sight of many nations. 28 Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind. 29 I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD ." 

Jeremiah 30

10 " 'So do not fear, O Jacob my servant; 

do not be dismayed, O Israel,' 

declares the LORD . 

'I will surely save you out of a distant place, 

your descendants from the land of their exile. 

Jacob will again have peace and security, 

and no one will make him afraid. 

11 I am with you and will save you,' 

declares the LORD . 

'Though I completely destroy all the nations 

among which I scatter you, 

I will not completely destroy you. 

I will discipline you but only with justice; 

I will not let you go entirely unpunished.' 

These scriptures show that God knows where the lost ten tribes are.  But how does that help us solve the identity of the clay in the ten toes.

Isaiah 64

8 Yet, O LORD , you are our Father. 

We are the clay, you are the potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 

Isaiah 45

9 "Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, 

to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. 

Does the clay say to the potter, 

'What are you making?' 

Does your work say, 

'He has no hands'? 

10 Woe to him who says to his father, 

'What have you begotten?' 

or to his mother, 

'What have you brought to birth?' 

Jeremiah 18

5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD . "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.
Revelation 13 can now be understood.

Revelation 13

The Beast out of the Earth 

11Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. 12 He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. 14 Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 16 He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. 

The United States and Britain will be instrumental causing the revived Roman Empire to exist just before the return of Christ.  They set up an image of the first beast.  The miraculous signs of fire from the heavens are these two countries enormous military power to drop bombs from the sky.  The US just tested the MOAB, the largest non-nuclear device ever tested.  It was on TV all over the world.  

The ten toes are mixture of the lost ten tribes of Israel and the original countries of the original Roman Empire and its revivals mixed together. 
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