Lesson One





Ten religions will be discussed:  Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Zen Buddhism, Sufism, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity and Sabbath Christianity/Messianic Buddhism.





Three of these religions are treated as Blended religions.  They are considered Blended because they contain teachings common to two primary religions.





All of the religions with the exception of Islam will be taught with a focus on their commonalities.  Islam is treated different because its basic scriptural authority allows for no other religions.  All of the other 9 religions have the following in common.  They teach as a fundamental doctrine that we are either the Children of God or Part of the Divine.  The semantics of each religion is slightly different but all say in their own way we are part of God/The Divine or Children of God.  Islam teaches neither and its scriptures plainly say we are not the Children of God but God’s (Allah’s Slaves.)  This is why this religion is presented first.  I believe its fundamental opposition to all other religions is important to understand, especially in light of the events in the United States since 9/11.





In order to have a common point of reference for the next 6 weeks, a definition of God will be used that is based on how all of the religions’ define God or The Divine.





See handout Definition of God:


�
God: A Definition





God is a word that means different things to different people. To many Taoist or Buddhist the word is not part of their religion's glossary. To Hindus that word has a different meaning than it does to a Christian. Muslims have a different perspective and so do the Jews. So for the purpose of this class we need a common definition of God. 





Quoting different sources from each religion before revealing the definition: 








Taoism


Tao, the subtle reality of the universe cannot be described, That which can be described in words is mearly a conception of the mind. Although names and descriptions have been applied to it, the subtle reality is beyond the description. 


Tao Teh Ching - beginning of chapter 1 





The subtle essense of the universe is elusive and evasive.


...


It is the subtle origin of the whole of creation and non-creation. It existed prior to the beginning of time as the deep and subtle reality of the universe. It brings all into being. 


Tao Teh Ching - portions of chapter 21 








Buddhism


"There is, O monks, 


an unborn, unoriginated, uncreated, unformed. 








Were there not, O monks, 


this unborn, unoriginated, uncreated, unformed, 


there would be no escape from the world 


of the born, originated, created, formed. 








"Since, O monks, there is an 


unborn, unoriginated, uncreated, and unformed, 


therefore there is an escape 


from the born, originated, created, formed." 





The Gospel of Buddha


Sermon at the bamboo grove at Rajagaha 














Hinduism


Neither the multitude of gods nor great sages know of my origin, for I am the source of all the gods and great sages. 





A mortal who knows me as the unborn, beginningless great lord of the worlds is freed from all delusion and all evils. 


The Bhagavad-Gita - The tenth teaching, verses 2 & 3 





Sihkism


There is One, only One Supreme Being, Truth Eternal, Creator of all seen & unseen, Fearless, Without hatred, Timeless Being, Non-Incarnated, Self created, Realized by the Grace of Guru (Perfect Master Only.) 


Guru Granth Sahib Page 1 





Judaism


In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


Genesis 1:1 





For thus saith the Eternal that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the self existent One; and there is none else. 


Isaiah 45:18 








Christianity


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself. He was present originally with God. All things were made and came into existence through Him; and without him was not one thing made that has come into being. 


Gospel of John 1:1-3 








Sufism


You are the Absolute Existence which causes (our) transient (existences) to appear. 


Masnavi - Book 1 - Creator and Creation 








Now, a definition of God. 





God is the indescribable, uncreated, self existent, eternal all knowing source of all reality and being. 





�
Another important theme to consider during the next six weeks is the following.





The approach to this class will threefold.





There is no such thing as a Religion so much as there is a culture.  


The safest approach to learning about religion is to go to the scriptural source


Some religions are not so much a belief but are an experience.  





Culture:





Take Christianity for example.  We can really talk about the religion of Christianity because it has over 3,000 sects and denominations.  Which one is representative of the religion?  However we can talk about the culture that has grown up based on the teachings of Jesus.  One the left we have the Holy Rollers who drink poison and handle snakes to prove their faith.  On the right we have the Roman Catholic Church and its 2,000 year domination of the cultural and political landscape.  In the middle we have Billy Graham (





What makes up a religion and the people who consider themselves a part of it is really a focus of their culture.  This theme will be made evident as the class unfolds.





�
HANDOUTS ON ISLAM





The following information is factual and is based on the Scripture of the Islamic religion (the Koran) or is based on history.  Admittedly, there are probably millions of Muslims who are tolerant of other religions and consider themselves and their religion a religion of Peace.  However, the fundamental teachings of its scripture and it history is a religion of war.  The very beginnings of the religion was warlike and it has continued in a state of war ever since.





History of Islam and its founder Muhammad:





HISTORICAL DATA ABOUT MUHAMMAD





* Mohammed is estimated by scholars to have had somewhere


between 15-25 wives. All agree that he had 9 wives at the time of his death


(5 more than the Quran permits for other Muslims)!





* He died at age 63 in the home of Aisha, his favorite wife,


and was buried on the spot where he died in Medina.





* Earlier, he fell in love with Zeinab, his cousin, and wife


of his adopted son Zeid. He then received a "revelation" from Allah that it


was permissible to marry the wife of an adopted son. Zeid divorced Zeinab


so that Mohammed could marry her.





Sources: Ernest Kellett, A Short History of Religions. New York: Books for


Libraries Press, 1971, P. 343, and Washington Irving, Life of Mahomet. New


York: Dutton & Sons, 1911, p. 231.





* On his deathbed, Mohammed said: "Do not fear those who


disbelieve, fear me" and called for the conquest of Christianity.





Source, Essad Bey, Mohammed. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1936, p. 330.





-------------





�
Marriage to Six-Year Old 





In 624 Abu Bakr (Muhammad’s daily companion and one of his first believers and successor of Muhammad) gave Muhammad his daughter Aisha when she was six years old, although the actual marriage was not consummated until she was nine. This fact is uncontested by all Muslim scholars and chroniclers without exception). At the time of their marriage Muhammad was 54 years old (the age of her grandfather) – a difference of 45 years in their ages. Aisha herself testified to these facts:





“The messenger of God betrothed me when I was six years old and then married me when I was nine years old.”





Source: Sahih Muslim (by Imam al-Mawawy), vol. 3, p. 577.





Islamic law has codified this principle of non-consent for under-age women based on Muhammad’s precedent:





“A father may give consent to have his young virgin daughter married without obtaining her permission, for she does not have a choice, exactly as Abu Bakr El Sadiq did to his daughter Aisha, when she was six years old. He married her to the prophet Muhammad without her permission.”





Source: Ibn Hazam (acknowledged by all Muslims as one of the greatest scholars on Islamic Law) in his al-Muhalla (“The Sweetened”). Vol. 6, part 9, pp. 458-460. 





Abd El Schafi, author of Behind the Veil stated in response: “These are cruel, hard words and iniquitous Islamic principles which the free human conscience utterly rejects and detests because it is related to the most important subject in the girl’s life, that is, her body and her future” (p. 83). 








-------------





�
Polygamy, Concubines, and Mistresses in Islam





“No one is allowed to wed more than four women, but he is permitted however, in addition to them, to buy (women), as many as he wants.”





Source: Ibn Hazam, vol. 6, part 9, pp. 441, 467.





However, exceptions were made for the Prophet and his successors:





Muhammad had 11 wives and an Egyptian concubine


Umar Ibn al-Khattab had 7 wives plus 2 maid-salves





Uthman Ibn Affan had 8 wives





Ali Ibn Abi Talib (cousin of Muhammad) married 10 women plus 10 concubines and maid-slaves for a total of 29





Al-Hasan Ibn Ali (grandson of Muhammad and called by the Prophet “the master of the youth of Paradise”) married 70 women (and was said to sometimes divorce two women in a day!).





Sources: Biographies such as Ibn Kathir’s, Bidaya and the Nihaya, vol. 7 & 8, and Suyuti’s, Chonicles of the Caliphs.





-----------





�
Marriage to wives of men killed by Muslims, including the murder of Jews





It was standard practice, and made legal by Muhammad, to take as a “wife” in addition to captives, the wives of men killed in battle (or executed). On one occasion when Muhammad launched an attack on a Jewish tribe he personally witnessed their beheading and then took some of their widows to bed. Semitic scholar and historian A.B. Davidson (a professor at New College, Edinburgh) recorded one such instance:





“On one day he caused 800 Jews to be beheaded in cold blood, himself standing by and watching the butchery; and in the evening, to efface the unpleasant impression from his mind, and give a more happy turn to his ideas, he took home the wife of one of the murdered chiefs, and added her to his harem.”





Source: A.B. Davidson, Biblical and Literary Essays, ed. J.A. Peterson (London: Hodder & Stroughton, 1902), p. 228.








---------





Sexual License in Islam – The Temporary Contractual Marriage





According to all Muslim scholars (especially in Sahih Muslim) the temporary, contractual marriage was made lawful by Muhammad simply to satisfy the sexual passions of his soldiers. The “marriage” only had to last 3 days, after which the woman could be deserted and left without any rights. Only the fact that it is temporary a “marriage” separates it from outright fornication and adultery (forbidden in Islam), but there is practically no difference. It was practiced during the beginning of the Islamic era (during the caliphates of Abu Bakr and Ibn Abu ‘Umar) and is continued in practice today by over 100 million Shi’ite Muslims worldwide. 





Concerning this practice the following Islamic authority states:





“While in the army, Allah’s Apostle came to us and said, ‘You have been allowed to have Muta (“pleasure”), so do it.’ If a man and a woman agree to marry temporarily, their marriage should last for three nights …”


Source: Sahih al-Bukbari, part 7, p. 37.


BRIEF MUSLIM HISTORY





A.D. 610: Mohammed claims to be God's prophet and founds the religion of


Islam based on his claim to receive a new revelation of Scripture which he called


the Quran.





622: Mohammed fled persecution by fellow Arabs in Mecca and went to


Medina. His flight is known as the Hijira ("migration"). He won over the


people of Medina, raised an army and returned to Mecca in 630, killing 600


of the 900 men of his Qurash (Arab) tribe.





630: Muslim conquest of Mecca and the Arabian Peninsula. This conquest


(called jihad) later spread to the Middle East, North Africa, Iran and


Turkey.





632: Mohammed died in Medina of a fever at age 63. His tomb is there to


this day.





638: Muslim conquest of Jerusalem (6 years after Mohammed's death)





691: Dome of the Rock built on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Al Aksa


Mosque also built at that time.





-------------





MUSLIM TERMS





Allah: Arabic name for God. Originally derived from near Eastern


moon god (thus, crescent moon symbolism in Islamic art).





Al Quds: Arabic name for Jerusalem, means "the holy".





Al Aqsa: Means "the farther." Moslems use this term for the "farther


mosque" (or "distant place') which is unnamed in the Quran. Later Moslems applied it to Jerusalem as the place of Mohammed's ascension into heaven.


Palestinian terrorists today call themselves the "Al Aqsa Brigade."





Source, Randall Price (Ph.D., University of Texas), Unholy War. Harvest


House Publishers, 2001


�
END TIME ISSUES No 84: THE AGENDA OF ISLAM 


Special Edition 


Samuele Bacchiocchi, Ph. D., 


Retired Professor of Theology, Andrews University 





This lecture by Prof. Moshe Sharon, which was e-mailed to me by one of our subscribers, caught my attention because it challenges us to understand a fundamental tenet of the Moslem faith, namely, that "Islam divides the world into two parts: one part that is already under the rule of Islam, the other part which must come under the rule of Islam in the future. And this can happen either if the rest of the world, which is non-Islamic, succumbs to Islam or is conquered by Islam." This division of the world was reflected in bin Laden's recent statement. He said, "These events have divided the whole world into two sides. The side of believers and the side of infidels." 





During my recent visit to London I was made forcefully made aware of the fact that while Christianity is declining, the Moslem faith is growing, not only in England, but throughout most of Europe and the USA. The stark and sad reality is that while Moslems are infiltrating, penetrating, and successfully propagating their faith in the Western world, no Christian proselytism is allowed in strict Moslem countries. In fact the Moslems have succeeded in wiping out the Christian presence in countries like Lybia, Marocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, etc. At one time these countries had flourishing Christian communities. Some of the greatest Christian thinkers like Augustine and Tertullian, lived and worked in North African countries which were predominantly Christians. Today the number of Christians in these countries can be counted with the 


fingers of our hands. 





Personally I believe that if the Moslems want to be allowed to promote their faith in Western Christian countries, then their Moslem countries must also grant Christians the same freedom to propagate their faith. But this will never happen. Why? Because of the exclusivistic nature of the Moslem faith which believes in bringing the world under the rule of Islam. I would urge you to read carefully this article. It is written by a knowledgable scholar who will help you understand what reporters and politicians are not telling you. The reason is that few people understand the theological underpinning of the Moslem religion. 








A WORD ABOUT PROFESSOR MOSHE SHARON 





Professor Moshe Sharon received his Doctorate in Medieval Islamic History from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He has served as an Advisor on Arab Affairs to former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin as well as the Ministry of Defense. He currently lectures as professor of Islamic History at the Hebrew University. 





END TIME ISSUES No 84: THE AGENDA OF ISLAM: A WAR BETWEEN CIVILIZATIONS PROF. MOSHE SHARON, Professor of Islamic History at the Hebrew University, in Jerusalem 





The war has started a long time ago between two civilizations-- between the civilization based on the Bible and the civilization based on the Koran. And this must be clear. 





There is no fundamental Islam. "Fundamentalism" is a word that came from the heart of the Christian religion. It means faith that goes by the word of the Bible. Fundamental Christianity, or going with the Bible, does not mean going around and killing people. There is no fundamental Islam. There is only Islam full stop. The question is how the Koran is interpreted. 





All of a sudden we see that the greatest interpreters of Islam are politicians in the western world. They know better than all the speakers in the mosques, all those who deliver terrible sermons against anything that is either Christian or Jewish. These western politicians know that there is good Islam and bad Islam. They know even how to differentiate between the two, except that none of them know how to read a word of Arabic. 





THE LANGUAGE OF ISLAM 





You see, so much is covered by politically correct language that, in fact, the truth has been lost. For example, when we speak about Islam in the west, we try to use our own language and terminology. We speak about Islam in terms of democracy and 


fundamentalism, in terms of parliamentarism and all kinds of terms, which we take from our own dictionary. One of my professors and one of the greatest orientalists in the world says that using western culture to explain Islam is like describing a cricket game by a reporter in baseball terms. We cannot use for one culture or civilization the language of another. For Islam, you've got to use the language of Islam. 





DRIVING PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM 





Let me explain the principles that are driving the religion of Islam. Of course, every Moslem has to acknowledge the fact that there is only one God. But it's not enough to say that there is only one God. A Moslem has to acknowledge the fact that there is one God and Mohamed is his prophet. These are the fundamentals of the religion that without them, one cannot be a Moslem. 





But beyond that, Islam is a civilization. It is a religion that gave first and foremost a wide and unique legal system that engulfs the individual, society and nations with rules of behavior. If you are Moslem, you have to behave according to the rules of Islam which are set down in the Koran and which are very different than the teachings of the Bible. 





THE BIBLE 





Let me explain the difference. The Bible is the creation of the spirit of a nation over a very, very long period, if we talk from the point of view of the scholar, and let me remain scholarly. But there is one thing that is important in the Bible. It leads to salvation. It leads to salvation in two ways. 





In Judaism, it leads to national salvation -- not just a nation that wants to have a state, but a nation that wants to serve God. That's the idea behind the Hebrew text of the Bible. 





The New Testament that took the Hebrew Bible moves us toward personal salvation. So we have got these two kinds of salvation which, from time to time, meet each other. But the key word is salvation. Personal salvation means that each individual is looked after by God, Himself, who leads a person through His word to salvation. This is the idea in the Bible, whether we are talking about the Old or the New Testament. All of the laws in the Bible, even to the minutest ones, are, in fact directed toward this fact of salvation. 





Secondly, there is another point in the Bible, which is highly important. This is the idea that man was created in the image of God. Therefore, you don't just walk around and obliterate the image of God. Many people, of course, used Biblical rules and turned them upside down. History has seen a lot of massacres in the name of God and in the name of Jesus. But as religions, both Judaism and Christianity in their fundamentals speak about honoring the image of God and the hope of salvation. These are the two basic fundamentals. 





THE ESSENCE OF ISLAM 





Now let's move to the essence of Islam. Islam was born with the idea that it should rule the world. Let's look, then, at the difference between these three religions. Judaism speaks about national salvation -- namely that at the end of the story, when the world becomes a better place, Israel will be in its own land, ruled by its own king and serving God. Christianity speaks about the idea that every single person in the world can be saved from his sins, while Islam speaks about ruling the world. I can quote here in Arabic, but there is no point in quoting Arabic, so let me quote a verse in English. "Allah sent Mohammed with the true religion so that it should rule over all the religions." 





The idea, then, is not that the whole world will become a Moslem world at this time, but that the whole world will be subdued under the rule of Islam. When the Islamic empire was established in 634 AD, within seven years (640) the core of the empire was created. The rules that were taken from the Koran and from the tradition that was ascribed to the prophet Mohammed, were translated into a real legal system. Jews and Christians could live under Islam provided they paid poll tax and accepted Islamic superiority. Of course, they had to be humiliated. And Jews and Christians living under Islam are humiliated to this very day. 





Mohammed held that all the Biblical prophets were Moslems. Mohammed did accept the existence of all the Biblical prophets before him. However he also said that all these prophets were Moslems. Abraham was a Moslem. In fact, Adam himself was the first Moslem. Isaac and Jacob and David and Solomon and Moses and Jesus were all Moslems, and all of them had writings similar to the Koran. Therefore, world history is Islamic history because all the heroes of history were Moslems. 





Furthermore, Moslems accept the fact that each of these prophets brought with him some kind of a revelation. Moses, brought the Taurat, which is the Torah, and Jesus brought the Ingeel, which is the Evangelion or Gospel - namely the New Testament. 





THE BIBLE VERSUS THE KORAN 





Why then is the Bible not similar to the Koran? Mohamed explains that the Jews and Christians forged their books. Had they not been changed and forged, they would have been identical to the Koran. But because Christians and Jews do have some truth, Islam concedes that they cannot be completely destroyed by war [for now]. 





Nevertheless, the laws a very clear -- Jews and Christians have no rights whatsoever to independent existence. They can live under Islamic rule provided they keep to the rules that Islam promulgates for them. 





ISLAMIC RULE AND THE JIHAD 





What happens if Jews and Christians don't want to live under the rules of Islam? Then Islam has to fight them and this fighting is called Jihad. Jihad means war against those people who don't want to accept the Islamic superior rule. That's jihad. They may be Jews; they may be Christians; they may be Polytheists. But since we don't have too many Polytheists left, at least not in the Middle East - their war is against the Jews and Christians. 





A few days ago, I received a pamphlet that was distributed in the world by bin Laden. He calls for jihad against America as the leader of the Christian world, not because America is the supporter of Israel, but because Americans are desecrating Arabia with their filthy feet. There are Americans in Arabia were no Christians should be. In this pamphlet there is not a single word about Israel. Only that Americans are desecrating the home of the prophet. 





TWO HOUSES 





The Koran sees the world as divided into two - one part which has come under Islamic rule and one part which is supposed to come under Islamic rule in the future. There is a division of the world which is very clear. Every single person who starts studying Islam knows it. 





The world is described as Dar al-Islam (the house of Islam) - that's the place where Islam rules - and the other part which is called Dar al-Harb - the house of war. Not the "house of non-Muslims," but the "house of war." It is this house of war which as to be, at the end of time, conquered. The world will continue to be in the house of war until it comes under Islamic rule. 





This is the norm. Why? Because Allah says it's so in the Koran. God has sent Mohammed with the true religion in order that the truth will overcome all other religions. 





ISLAMIC LAW 





Within the Islamic vision of this world, there are rules that govern the lives of the Moslems themselves, and these rules are very strict. In fundamentals, there are no differences between schools of law. However, there are four streams of factions within Islam with differences between them concerning the minutiae of the laws. All over the Islamic world, countries have favored one or another of these schools of laws. 





The strictest school of law is called Hanbali, mainly coming out of Saudi Arabia. There are no games there, no playing around with the meanings of words. If the Koran speaks about war, then it's war. 





There are various perspectives in Islam with different interpretations over the centuries. There were good people that were very enlightened in Islam that tried to understand things differently. They even brought traditions from the mouth of the prophet that women and children should not be killed in war. 





These more liberal streams do exist, but there is one thing that is very important for us to remember. The Hanbali school of law is extremely strict, and today this is the school that is behind most of the terrorist powers. Even if we talk about the existence of other schools of Islamic law, when we're talking about fighting against the Jews, or fighting against the Christian world led by America, it is the Hanbali school of law that is being followed. 

















ISLAM AND TERRITORY 





This civilization created one very important, fundamental rule about territory. Any territory that comes under Islamic rule cannot be de-Islamized. Even if at one time or another, the [non-Moslem] enemy takes over the territory that was under Islamic rule, it is considered to be perpetually Islamic. This is why whenever you hear about the Arab/Israeli conflict, you hear: territory, territory, territory. There are other aspects to the conflict, but territory is highly important. 





The Christian civilization has not only been seen as a religious opponent, but as a dam stopping Islam from achieving its final goal for which it was created. 





Islam was created to be the army of God, the army of Allah. Every single Moslem is a soldier in this army. Every single Moslem that dies in fighting for the spread of Islam is a shaheed (martyr) no matter how he dies, because - and this is very important -- this is an eternal word between the two civilizations. It's not a war that stops. This was is there because it was created by Allah. Islam must be the ruler. This is a war that will not end. 





ISLAM AND PEACE 





Peace in Islam can exist only within the Islamic world; peace can only be between Moslem and Moslem. With the non-Moslem world or non-Moslem opponents, there can be only one solution -- a cease fire until Moslems can gain more power. It is an eternal war until the end of days. Peace can only come when the Islamic side wins. 





The two civilizations can only have periods of cease-fires. And this idea of cease-fire is based on a very important historical precedent, which, incidentally, Yasser Arafat referred to when he spoke in Johannesburg after he signed the Oslo agreement with Israel. Let me remind you that the document speaks of peace --you wouldn't believe what you are reading! You would think that you were reading some science-fiction piece. I mean when you read it, you can't believe that this was signed by Israelis who are actually acquainted with Islamic policies and civilization. 





A few weeks after the Oslo agreement was signed, Arafat went to Johannesburg, and in a mosque there he made a speech in which he apologized, saying, "Do you think I signed something with the Jews which is contrary to the rules of Islam?" (I have obtained a copy of Arafat's recorded speech so I heard it from his own mouth.) Arafat continued, "That's not so. I'm doing exactly what the prophet Mohammed did." 





Whatever the prophet is supposed to have done becomes a precedent. What Arafat was saying was, "Remember the story of Hodaybiya." The prophet had made an agreement there with the tribe of Kuraish for 10 years. But then he trained 10,000 soldiers and within two years marched on their city of Mecca. He, of course, found some kind of pretext. 





Thus, in Islamic jurisdiction, it became a legal precedent which states that you are only allowed to make peace for a maximum of 10 years. Secondly, at the first instance that you are able, you must renew the jihad [thus breaking the "peace" agreement]. 





In Israel, it has taken over 50 years in this country for our people to understand that they cannot speak about [permanent] peace with Moslems. It will take another 50 years for the western world to understand that they have got a state of war with the Islamic civilization that is virile and strong. This should be understood: When we talk about war and peace, we are not talking in Belgium, French, English, or German terms. We are talking about war and peace in Islamic terms. 





CEASE-FIRE AS A TACTICAL CHOICE 





What makes Islam accept cease-fire? Only one thing: when the enemy is too strong. It is a tactical choice. Sometimes, he may have to agree to a cease-fire in the most humiliating conditions. It's allowed because Mohammed accepted a cease-fire under humiliating conditions. That's what Arafat said to them in Johannesburg. 





When western policy makers hear these things, they answer, "What are you talking about? You are in the Middle Ages. You don't 


understand the mechanisms of politics." Which mechanisms of politics? There are no mechanisms of politics where power is. And I want to tell you one thing: we haven't seen the end of it, because the minute a radical Moslem power has atomic, chemical or biological weapons, they will use it. I have no doubt about that. 





Now, since we face war and we know that we cannot get more than a temporary cease-fire, one has to ask himself what is the major component of an Israeli/Arab cease-fire. It is that the Islamic side is weak and the Israeli's side is strong. The relations between Israel and the Arab world in the last 50 years since the establishment of our State have been based only on this idea, the deterrent power. 





WHEREVER YOU HAVE ISLAM, YOU WILL HAVE WAR 





The reason that we have what we have in Yugoslavia and other places is because Islam succeeded into entering these countries. Wherever you have Islam, you will have war. It grows out of the attitude of Islamic civilization. What are the poor people in the Philippines being killed for? What's happening between Pakistan and India? 





ISLAMIC WAR BY INFILTRATION 





Furthermore, there is another fact that must be remembered. The Islamic world has not only the attitude of open war, but also the method of war by infiltration. One of the things which the western world is not paying enough attention to is the tremendous growth of Islamic power in the western world. What happened in America and the Twin Towers is not something that came from the outside. And if America doesn't wake up, one day the Americans will find themselves in a chemical war and most likely in an atomic war-- inside the U.S. 





END OF DAYS 





It is highly important to understand how a civilization sees the end of days. In Christianity and in Judaism, we know exactly what is the vision of the end of days. 





In Judaism, it is going to be as in Isaiah -- peace between nations, not just one nation, but between all nations. People will not have any more need for weapons and nature will be changed -- a beautiful end of days and the kingdom of God on earth. 





Christianity goes as far as Revelation to see a day that Satan himself is obliterated. There are no more powers of evil. That's the vision. 





I'm speaking now as a historian. I try to understand how Islam sees the end of days. In the end of days, Islam sees a world that is totally Moslem, completely Moslem under the rule of Islam. Complete and final victory. Christians will not exist, because according to many Islamic traditions, the Moslems who are in hell will have to be replaced by somebody and they'll be replaced by the Christians. 





The Jews will no longer exist, because before the coming of the end of days, there is going to be a war against the Jews where all Jews should be killed. I'm quoting now from the heart of Islamic tradition, from the books that are read by every child in school. The Jews will all be killed. They'll be running away and they'll be hiding behind trees and rocks, and on that day Allah will give mouths to the rocks and trees and they will say, "Oh Moslem come here, there is a Jew behind me, kill him." Without this, the end of days cannot come. This is a fundamental of Islam. 





IS THERE A POSSIBILITY TO END THIS DANCE OF WAR? 





The question which we in Israel are asking ourselves is what will happen to our country? Is there a possibility to end this dance of war. The answer is, "No. Not in the foreseeable future." What we can do is reach a situation where for a few years we may have relative quiet. 





But for Islam, the establishment of the state of Israel was a reverse of Islamic history. First, Islamic territory was taken away from Islam by Jews. You know by now that this can never be accepted, not even one meter. So everyone who thinks Tel Aviv is safe is making a grave mistake. Territory, which at one time was dominated by Islamic rule, now has become non-Moslem. Non-Moslems are independent of Islamic rule; Jews have created their own independent state. It is anathema. 





And (this is the worse) Israel, a non-Moslem state, is ruling over Moslems. It is unthinkable that non-Moslems should rule over Moslems. 





I believe that Western civilization should hold together and support each other. Whether this will happen or not, I don't know. Israel finds itself on the front lines of this war. It needs the help of its sister civilization. It needs the help of America and Europe. It needs the help of the Christian world. One thing I am sure about, this help can be given by individual Christians who see this as the road to salvation. 





BACCHIOCCHI'S FINAL COMMENT 





Prof. Moshe Sharon's lecture reveals his Jewish concerns, especially over the perennial threat posed by the Moslem's vision of the End to the survival of Israel. What I found helpful in his lecture is the simple and clear way in which Sharon explains the difference between the Moslem vision of the End, and that of Judaism and Christianity. 





While both Judaism and Christianity envision the End as a new world where peace prevails among the nations and evil is eradicated, Islam sees the End as a world totally dominated and ruled by Moslems. The latter believe that eventually they will succeed in eradicating the presence of Christian, Jews, and all other kinds of "infidels" from the face of the earth. 





Frankly, I find this exclusivist, intolerant, and arrogant eschatological Moslem vision of the End, frightening, to say the least. Such a vision can drive Moslem nations that are developing biological, chemical, or nuclear weapons, like Libya or Iraq, to use them in order to advance the cause of Islam and hasten the establishment of the Moslem Kingdom upon this earth. What all of this means is that what the Moslems are ultimately fighting for, is not merely for more territory for the Palestinians in the Middle East, but for a total control of the territory of this planet. 





It is imperative for political leaders and Christians to understand that the agenda of Islam extends beyond Palestine, to embrace the whole world. The Christian response to the Moslem agenda is to find creative ways to reach the Moslems with the Good News of the Gospel. We need to help our Moslem friends understand and experience the Power of the Gospel, which is personal peace with God in this present life, and global eternal peace in the world to come. The latter peace is achieved , not by the domination of any particular nation, but by the establishment of the Kingdom of God after the eradication of all forms of evil. 





Christian regards 
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Koran Irreconcilable with New Testament





Actually, I only have one page on the website, The Reluctant Messenger, dedicated to the Muslim religion, and it is basically a link page to the Koran online websites. I really don't address either Islam or Sikhism on the website. They both claim to worship the One True God and are one of the major religions, so I include a page with links to other resources for that reason. 





I also have a policy of trying to not be negative on the website, except, when it comes to Satan. However, I am willing to define the theological problem.  If it is desired, we can pursue this further.





The fundamental nature of the paradox is that the New Testament, especially the writings of John, show that Christ was God made flesh and that we are the Children of God.





The Koran makes it plain that we are not the children of God and neither is Christ. A Muslim's relationship to Allah is as a slave to a master, not because of the love of a child to a parent. Humans are not known as children of God, but only as his slaves. Muslims are required to do a slave's obeisance, face to floor, five times a day. According to the Koran, Allah is still a merciful and forgiving God, but only for Muslims who obey Muhammad's teachings and do what Muhammad revealed as written in the Koran. There is no provision for the personal face-to-face relationship with ABBA - Father, that Jesus offered his followers. The Koran states God has no children, only slaves. 





Koran


[5:17] Pagans indeed are those who say that the Messiah, the son of Mary, is GOD. Say, "Who could oppose GOD if He willed to annihilate the Messiah, son of Mary, and his mother, and everyone on earth?" To GOD belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, and everything between them. He creates whatever He wills. GOD is Omnipotent. 





[5:18] The Jews and the Christians said, "We are GOD's children and His beloved." Say, "Why then does He punish you for your sins? You are just humans like the other humans He created." He forgives whomever He wills and punishes whomever He wills. To GOD belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, and everything between them, and to Him is the final destiny. 





[9:30] The Jews said, "Ezra is the son of GOD," while the Christians said, "Jesus is the son of GOD!" These are blasphemies uttered by their mouths. They thus match the blasphemies of those who have disbelieved in the past. GOD condemns them. They have surely deviated. 





[10:68] They said, "GOD has begotten a son!" Be He glorified. He is the Most Rich. To Him belongs everything in the heavens and everything on earth. You have no proof to support such a blasphemy. Are you saying about GOD what you do not know? 





I could quote more verses from the Koran, but they would only reinforce the message these scriptures make quite plain.





New Testament


Hebrews 12:


5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:


6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.


7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?


8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.


9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?


10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.


11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.





John 1


1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.


2 He was with God in the beginning.


3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.


...


12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--


13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.


14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'"


16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.


17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.


18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.





John 14


8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."


9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, `Show us the Father'?





The New Testament writers, according to the Koran, appear to be blasphemers. I could quote dozens or more scriptures from all over the New Testament that represent Christ as the Son of God and that we are the Children of God.





If you are familiar with the point of view presented by The Reluctant Messenger Website, and if the Koran's teachings are truly correct and from Allah, then you can pretty much disregard most of what my website represents and it would be recommended that you follow the teachings of Muhammad.





The Koran (Qu'ran) was purported to be divinely revealed to Muhammad over a period of 23 years by the Angel Gabriel. So the question is, how do we know the teachings of Muhammad really came from an Angel. There are 3 possible valid explanations.





1] It truly was the angel Gabriel and Muhammad's teachings are more dependable than any teaching preceeding that time and are more dependable than the teachings of The Reluctant Messenger.





2] It truly was an angel, but it was one of the fallen angels trying to deceive mankind from believing in the divinity of Christ and our special relationship with God the Father as his children, and our true eternal destiny as taught by Paul in Romans.





Romans 8


16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.


17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.


18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.





3] Muhammad was successful in spreading his view of God by using the idea of an Angel presenting the information to him as a way to gain additional credibility.





I believe we can discount the third option immediately, because within the Koran there is a mathematical relationship woven throughout it based on the number 19 that is beyond the ability of a human, or a series of humans to manufacture, especially without powerful computer technology. Additionally, there is verifiable scientific information contained in the Koran that was not available to Muhammad back when it was written. For more information read the link below this post.





So that really only leaves us option 1 or 2 in my opinion. I really can't be very open minded about this because I'm very invested in the viewpoint of my website even though the Koran teaches an opposite viewpoint. For example, I represent the first book of Genesis as being, not the account of God creating the heavens and earth for the first time in 6 days, but is the repair work done after the War of the Angels and that Gen 1:1 stands alone and that Gen 1:2 is billions of years later in the timeline. Note the Koran states:





[7:54] Your Lord is the one GOD, who created the heavens and the earth in six days, then assumed all authority. The night overtakes the day, as it pursues it persistently, and the sun, the moon, and the stars are committed to serve by His command. Absolutely, He controls all creation and all commands. Most Exalted is GOD, Lord of the universe. 





Several times the Koran mentions that God created the Heavens and Earth in 6 days. The way it is presented doesn't support the "God Repairs the Earth" scenario as presented on The Reluctant Messenger.





God Repairs Earth


http://www.reluctant-messenger.com/history08.htm





I believe I have done an objective job of defining the theological problem. If I understand the Koran correct, I would have to be classified as a blasphemer and a teacher of error. This puts me in a high risk situation come judgement day. My only hope and salvation is that Christ is my savior and intercessor and that my sins and errors have been forgiven and removed by his precious blood. 





Miracle of the Koran (19)


http://www.submission.org/miracle/





The Reluctant Messenger


-------


The world's religions and science are pieces to a puzzle 


that need one another to achieve a complete picture.


http://www.reluctant-messenger.com/main.htm
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The Sword of Muhammad





By Don Walker





June 24, 2002





Jerry Vines, former president of the Southern Baptist Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Fla., was a featured speaker at this year’s SBC pastor’s conference held in St. Louis. In his address to several thousand delegates, Rev. Vines made this statement: "Islam was founded by Muhammad, a demon-possessed pedophile who had 12 wives – and his last one was a 9-year old girl. And I will tell you that Allah is not Jehovah, either. Jehovah’s not going to turn you into a terrorist that’ll try to bomb people and take the lives of thousands and thousands of people."





As you can well imagine, when the Associated Press reported this the next day (June 11, 2002) the outcry was intense. Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Washington-based Council on American-Islamic Relations, termed the comments outrageous. "It’s really unfortunate that a top leader in a mainstream Christian Church. . . would use such hate-filled and bigoted language in describing the faith of one-fifth of the world’s population."





I do take note that Mr. Hooper did not attack the factual basis of the Rev. Vines’ statement, only that it was "hate-filled and bigoted language." In other words, it was "politically-incorrect." Truth here is not the issue; Rev. Vines’ "crime" was being overly blunt and straightforward in his description of the founder of Islam. His lack of "diplomacy" is apparent, but the accuracy of his statement is correct.





Two former Sunni Muslims, who became Christians in 1982, Emir and Ergun Caner commented on the statements of Rev. Vines. They made reference to the Hadith, "a highly respected source for Islamic teaching among Muslim clerics," which verifies that Muhammad married a six-year old girl and consummated the marriage when she was nine (Hadith vol.7, book 6:64-65). "These comments cannot be considered bigotry when they come from Islamic writings" stated Ergun Caner. Dr. Robert Morey, in his book entitled Islamic Invasion, has written: "This aspect of Muhammad’s personal life is something that many scholars pass over because they do not want to hurt the feelings of Muslims. Yet, history cannot be rewritten to avoid confronting the facts that Muhammad had unnatural desires for little girls." 





Ergun Caner, an assistant professor of theology and church history at Criswell College in Dallas, also said that "A lengthy passage from the Hadith (vol. 1, book 1) shows that Muhammad himself believed that he was under demonic influence, but it notes that Muhammad’s wife is the one who deemed his experience as ‘divine.’" 





Islam is inextricably joined to Muhammad, in terms of what he said and did. In the same way, that Christianity is joined to Jesus, and what He said and did (Acts 1:1). The nature and character of Islam is not merely found in Muhammad’s writings, the Qur’an, but in Muhammad’s actions as well. I have heard it said that, "The Qur’an makes statements of warfare and military conquest, but it also speaks about Muslims living in peace with their non-Muslim neighbors." So which is it militant or peace loving? The answer is found in what Muhammad did as the author of the Qur’an, and founder of Islam. 





Muhammad spread his religion by the edge of the sword; it was through military conquest that he forced upon the Arabic people the worship of Allah. He literally led the slaughter of thousands of Jews and Christians. For example, after one Jewish town had surrendered, 700 to 1,000 men were beheaded in one day while the women and children were sold into slavery and the possessions of the town looted. Muhammad was not known for mercy. There are many stories about Muhammad, believed and accepted within the Islamic world, like the following: "Anas bin Malik said, ‘Allah’s Apostle [Muhammad] entered (Mecca) in the year of the conquest (of Mecca) wearing a helmet over his head. After he took it off, a man came and said, ‘Ibn Khatal [a pagan opponent] is clinging to the curtains of the ka’ba [a recognized behavior for seeking mercy]. The Prophet said ‘Kill him.’’’ Historian Philip Schaff records that among the final words of Muhammad was a cry that God would "destroy the Jews and the Christians." Contrast that to the final words of Jesus, "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). 





On September 11, 2001, 19 Muslim men committed the greatest act of terror ever perpetrated on American soil. They believed that they were fulfilling the will of Allah, following in the footsteps of Muhammad, and obeying the commands of the Qur’an. I recognize that not every Muslim is a terrorist intent on killing non-Muslims. Nevertheless, history has shown that the legacy left by Muhammad has been one of bloodshed. The architects of jihad use the very words of Muhammad to justify their cause. For example, Saudi scholar Dr. Muhammad-al-Amin in his book, The Method of Islamic Law, clearly states: "No infidel should be left on his land as it is denoted from Muhammad’s statement: ‘I was commanded to fight the people until they bear testimony to the fact there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is his messenger.’"





A Muslim student from Pakistan wrote: "The most painful discovery for me about the Islamic faith has been its concept of militancy. I always used to think that these fanatics were just misguided people who give Islam a bad name. To be sure, Islam does not permit killing of innocent women and children, but as I found out, its teachings are quite different from those of Jesus, who wants you to turn the other cheek. As I know now, violence does have a strong precedent in Islam. The terrible tragedy that happened in this country seems to be the logical outcome of teachings that tell you its okay to reply in kind. I think that’s what happens when you try to enforce God’s will in this earthly world rather than believing that his kingdom is not of this world but of the other world" (letter published by Philip Yancey in Christianity Today).





In our pluralistic society, many have sought to down play the differences between Islam and Christianity. Likewise, they have sought to ignore the history of Muhammad and teachings of Islam. On the other hand, the Bible teaches that we, as believers, are to expose the "darkness to the light" (Ephes. 5:11-13). I applaud Rev. Vines for his boldness in exposing the truth about Islam.











